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Washington 23, Hg. 
Auguet 14, 1951 


-.. . PRRSOWAL ANT CONFIDENTIAL 
ve, VIA LIAISON 


Phe 


General Walter Bedell Suith 
Director - 

Central Intelligence Agenc 
£430 EF Street, KW. We 7 : 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear General Smith: 
. oo a 


Your agency has Previously been furnished tn ormation 
regarding the espionage activities of Jultus Roeenterg in 1948 
tn obtaining secret data relative to United States experiments 
on the nuclear energy propuleton of aircraft. J am enclosing 
one copy of @ memorandum which sets forth additional detaiis 
regarding this matter. 


Coptes of thie memorandum are heing Jurnished to Zear 
Admiral Sidney W. Souers, Spectel Consultant to the Presteent; 
Honorable Jamea S. Lay, Jr., Executive Secretary, Nationcl 
Securtty Counctly The attorney General; Major General Ralph J. 
Cantne, Director, armed Forces Securtty Agency; Major Cenercl 
Joseph F. Carroll, Direetor of Special Investigations, The 
Inspector Ceneral, USAF: Honorable tordoa &. Dean, Chairnxan, 
Atonmtec Energy Commtsetons Director, National Advtsory Committee 
for Aeronautica; Assistant Chie? of Staff, G-&, Department of 
id aad and Director of Navel Intelltgence, Department of the 


With aseuronces of ny highest regarde, 


Streerely yours, 


Enclosure 
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| JULIUS ROSRIDERG, et 01 


| Following the publtetty appeartng tn the press tn . 

, February, 1951, regarding the nuclear energy propulsion of 

\ atreraft, David Greenglass recalled that on one cocasion in 

| 1948 hte brother-in-law, Jultue Rosenberg, taforned him tact 
the mathematics had been worked out for the production of an 
atomte airplane engine. Greenglass eatd he gatrzed the ta- 
presston that Resenberg had been tn pessession of these 

[_ Bothenatice. ms 


Im a recent retaterview David OGreenglese was able to 
Jes the following additional detatls. He steted that 


possibly in the Spring of 1948, but more ltkely tu Septendber 
or October, 1948, he was having a conversation with Julius 
Rosenberg and Bernard Greenglass, his brether. Durtag thte 
conversation Rosenberg mentioned that the esthenctics hed all 
been worked out for the constructton of en atonte energy ; 
Je atrplane motor. Inter, Creenglase ta private asked Resenberg 
~“ how he knew of the natter. Rosenberg replted that he kad 
learned about tt from “one of hte boys.” Greenglase questioned 
him about the posstbtlity of the plane's ptlot recetving 
radtation burns. Rosenberg satd thie hed been solved by . 
Placing the ptlot and passengers far awey from the shielded 
power plant. Bernard Greenglass has stated he does not 
recall any discussion of the natter. 


In addition to the Seregetag @ confidential 
informant whose reliability cannet be Gecurately judged, but 
who has had contact with Jultue Rosenberg, hes stated that 

re oe Rosenberg told hin Villiem Perl, formerly an employee of the 
‘S “+ { Hattonal Adutsory Comntttee for Aeronautios tn Cleveland, had 
Surntshed hin with much valuable taferastten. Besenberg 
stated this included the plane fer the use ef “nuclear Stasion 
“Rp gP popes _strplanes."/ The taformant stated Resenderg told. 
him Perl wae a brillitemt man tn the Stelé of eerodynantce and 
_ that sone of the natertal furntshed te ‘Rosenberg by Perl was 
"terrifte. : 


Ps 
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- An tavestigatton has tnditcated that Rosenberg's 
remarks must have concerned thenselves with the highly 
conftdential NEPA (Fuclear Energy for the Propulston of 
Atroeraft) project. It hae been tadtoated that the 

. mathenaticse pertaining to the project would probobly refer 
to the mathematice of the power plant. Chepter III of the 
so-called “Lez ington Report™ which was dated September 80, 
1948, concerned power plants.” The nethenatical arzalysts 
of a@ nuclear power plant appears in a supplemental report 
entitled "Appendices to Chapter III - Power Plants, Muclear 
Power Flight,” which ie settll classified secret. 


/ 

ees, The investigation has reflected that Dr. Abrehan . 
Silverstein, Perl's superior at KACA in Cleveland dtd have 
tn his possession a copy of the "Lexington Report” in the 
Fall of 1648. Dr. Stlverstetn hae aduteed that he did not 
Gllow Perl access to this repert. 


\ Metther Perl nor Rosenberg Aave been willing to 
discuss the details of thetr esptonage activity with Governnent 
representatives. Perl was tadicted for perjury on March 13; 
1951, in the Southern District of New York and ts presently 
awaiting trial. Rosenberg ta under « sentence of death 
imposed in Federal Court, Southern District of New York, on 
April 5, 1951. He is presently incarcerated in the New York 
Sep nerere oe Osstning, New York. 
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